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On Oct. 15, the Senate passed a resolution by a 93-3 vote, congratulating Costa Rican President
Oscar Arias for winning the 1987 Nobel Peace Prize, and for his sponsorship of the Central
American peace accord. The Senate praised the accord, describing it as "an historic achievement
and important opportunity for the presidents of Central America to work together to restore peace
and stability in their region." The resolution also urged all parties to the accord "to implement
all of its provisions in good faith" and pledged the Senate's "full support and full cooperation as
the process unfolds." All Senators present voted in favor of the resolution with the exceptions
of Republicans Jesse Helms (North Carolina), Gordon Humphrey (New Hampshire), and
Steven Symms (Idaho). The text of the resolution follows: Resolved by the Senate (the House of
Representatives concurring), To congratulate Costa Rican President Oscar Arias Sanchez on being
awarded the 1987 Nobel Peace Prize. Whereas the president of Costa Rica, Oscar Arias Sanchez,
has been awarded the 1987 Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of "his outstanding contribution to
the possible return of stability and peace to a region long torn by civil war"; Whereas President
Arias has called for "a commitment to the struggle for peace and putting an end to war and ensure
that dialogue prevails over violence and reason over rancor"; Whereas President Oscar Arias
Sanchez has stated that in an "atmosphere of democracy and freedom, we can return to the path
of development that will enable a lasting peace," and has asked for the people of the United States
with the people of Costa Rica to bring to bear the power of the principles and democratic values
that they share to end the conflict in Central America; Whereas on March 12, 1987, the United States
Senate voted 97-1 supporting the initiative of the Central American heads of state...in formulating
a regional proposal by President Arias to end the armed conflict in Central America; Whereas
through the leadership of President Arias, the presidents of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras
and Nicaragua met August 6-7 in Guatemala City and signed an agreement based on the Arias
plan, setting forth a framework aimed at the establishment of a lasting peace in Central America;
Whereas the United States Senate endorses the goals of peace, democratization and development
in Central America, now therefore be it Resolved, by the Senate (the House of Representatives
concurring), that the Congress of the United States of America (1) Congratulates President Oscar
Arias Sanchez as the recipient of the 1987 Nobel Peace Prize and commends the Norwegian Nobel
Committee on this outstanding choice; (2) Recognizes the signing of the Aug. 7 Guatemala peace
accord as an historic achievement and important opportunity for the presidents of Central America
to work together to restore peace and stability in their region; (3) Urges the parties to the peace
accord to implement all of its provisions in good faith; and (4) Pledges its firm support and full
cooperation with respect to such good faith implementation of the August 7, 1987, Central America
peace agreement.
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